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April  14,1805 

was  a  day  of  celebration  and  thanksgiv- 
ing in  the  Northern  States.  After  four 
long  years  of  war,  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  had 
surrendered  and  the  capitulation  of  the 
Confederate  Army  of  Gen.  J.  E.  Johnston 
was  expected  soon.  At  Ford's  Theatre  on 
10th  Street  the  celebrated  comedy  "Our 
American  Cousin"  had  opened  a  1-night 
stand.  The  play  featured  Laura  Keene,  a 
distinguished  actress,  in  the  leading  role. 

About  10:30  a.m.,  a  White  House  mes- 
senger came  to  the  theatre  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  President  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  to 
attend  the  evening  performance.  Gen.  and 
Mrs.  Ulysses  S.  Grant  were  to  accompany 
them,  but  in  the  afternoon  other  plans 
forced  them  to  cancel  the  engagement.  In 
their  place  i. tie  Lincoln-  invited  Maj.  Henry 
R.  Rathbone  and  his  fiancee,  Clara  Harris. 


The  1 


:  removed.   A  sofa  i 


the 


.They 


some  chairs,  including  an 
ing  chair  which  Lincoln  had  use 
vious  visits,  were  brought  into  the 
placed  American  flags  on  staffs  I 
box  and  draped  others  on  the  railing.  The 
blue  regimental  flag  of  the  U.S.  Treasury 
Guards  hung  from  a  staff  against  the  cen- 
ter pillar.  Directly  below  was  an  engraving 
of  George  Washington. 

At  8:30  p.m.  the  President's  carriage 
drew  up  in  front  of  the  theatre.  His  body- 
guard met  the  party  and  escorted  them  up 
the  stairs  and  on  to  the  Presidential  box. 
The  play  was  in  progress,  but  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  President  the  orchestra  struck 
up  "Hail  to  the  Chief."  The  audience  rose 
and  cheered  as  they  caught  sight  of  the 
President,  and  Lincoln  moved  to  the  front 


a  stagehand  to  hold  his  horse.  Crossing  un- 
der the  stage,  he  made  his  way  to  the  Star 
Saloon  next  door  and  ordered  whiskey. 
Shortly  after  10,  Booth  returned  to  the  the- 
atre  and    climbed   the   stairs  to   the    dress 

nunni.es.  Then  he  quickly  entered  the  pas- 
sageway to  the  Presidential  box.  Barring 
the  door,  he  stepped  into  the  box  carrying 
a  single-shot  Derringer  and  a  dagger.  He 
was  now  directly  behind  Lincoln,  who  sat 
with  his  head  slightly  turned  toward  the 
audience.  It  was  about  10:15  when  the 
muffled  shot  sounded.  The  President  slumped 
forward  in  his  chair,  then  sank  backward. 
Major  Rathbone  leaped  to  his  feet  and  grap- 
pled with  the  assassin.  Booth  stabbed  him 
in  the  arm  and  vaulted  from  the  box  onto 
the  stage,  brandishing  his  knife.  As  he 
jumped,  his  spur  caught  in  the  Treasury 
Guards  flag  and  hit  the  Washington  pic- 
ture. Thrown  off  balance,  he  landed  awk- 
wardly on  the  stage,  breaking  his  left  leg. 
Even  so,  he  was  able  to  escape  through  the 
back  door,  slashing  the  orchestra  leader  on 
the  way.  He  hurriedly  mounted  his  horse 
and  pounded  down  the  alley  to  F  Street. 

The  audience  was  momentarily  stunned 
by  Booth's  mad  act,  then  confused  and  ter- 
rified. Three  doctors  from  the  audience 
examined  the  stricken  President.   The  bullet 


lodged 


id  the  right  eye.  Lincoln  lay 
and  barely  breathing.  Recog- 
mdition  as  serious,  the  doctors 
i  ride  over   the   rough    cobble- 


roomer,  one  Henry  Safford.  Told 
President  had  been  shot,  he  called 
men    carrying  the   unconscious   bod; 


ied  the  President  into  a  small  first-floor 
•oom  and  laid  him  diagonally  across  the 
Throughout  the  night  the  doctors  kept 
Cabinet 

s  came  to  the  bedside.  Mrs.  Lincoln, 
me  with  grief,  occasionally  left  the 
parlor  to  go  to  her  husband.  In  the 
parlor  Secretary  of  War  Edwin  M. 
>n    began    his    investigation    of    the 

"on.  He  interviewed  several  wit- 
gave  the  orders  that  enabled  the 

it    to     function     throughout    the 


President,  and  at  7:22  the  next  morning  the 
struggle  ended.  Six  days  after  Lee  sur- 
rendered at  Appomattox,  President  Lincoln 


Ford's  Theatre 


was  laid  on  February  28,  1861 
months  later  Ford's  Theatre 
It   replaced   an  earlier  buildin 

Baptist   Church,  which  dated   r 
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In  1859,  the  « 

other  church,   and   the   building    v.a;    : 

doned.    Two  years   later  John  T.    Fo 


ducer,  bought  the  property  ; 
into  a  theatre — only  to  see  i 
December  30,  1862. 
Ford's  new 


much  more  elab- 


Built  of  brick,  it  followed  the 
of  the  day  and  was  regarded  a 
finest  theatres  in  the  country. 

After  Lincoln's  assassination,  the  War 
Department  stationed  guards  outside  Ford's 
Theatre  and  canceled  all  scheduled  per- 
formances. In  June  1865  the  building  was 
restored  to  Ford,  who  planned  to  reopen  it. 
But  since  public  opinion  was  aroused,  the 
Government  again  took  charge  of  the  build- 


Soon  the  Government  began  remodeling 
the  theatre  into  a  fireproof  building  for  the 
storage  of  Government  records.  All  wood- 
work was  removed,  and  the  building  was 
divided  into  three  stories.  In  1866  the  Gov- 
ernment purchased  the  building,  and,  for 
many  years  after,  it  was  occupied  by  agen- 
cies of  the  War  Department. 


building  was  repaired  the  following  year. 

Since  1932,  Ford's  Theatre  has  housed  the 
Osborn  H.  Oldroyd  collection  of  Lincolniana. 
Oldroyd  gathered  his  collection  for  more 
than  60  years.  It  was  first  displayed  in  the 
Lincoln  home  in  Springfield,  111.  In  1893  it 
was  brought  to  Washington  and  placed  in 
the  Petersen  House.  The  Government  pur- 
chased it  in  1926.  The  collection  includes 
books  from  Lincoln's  library,  the  playbill 
agedy,  and 


the  night  of  the 
uments,    and    other    objects    relating 
coin.    Items  later  added  include  Booth's 
■inger,    his  diary,   the  Treasury    Guards 
;,  the  sofa,  and  the  engraving  of  Wash- 
ton  from  the  Presidential  box. 


en  rebuilt  according  to  the  find- 
tensive  research.    The  furnishings 

e  either  authentic  period 

reproductions. 


The  Bouse  Where 
Lincoln  Died 

516  10th  Street  NW,  was  built  by  William 
Petersen  in  1849.  Because  the  house  had 
more  rooms  than  they  needed,  the  family 
kept  roomers.  William  T.  Clark,  employed 
by  the  Quartermaster  General's  office,  oc- 
cupied the  room  to  which  Lincoln  was 
taken.  In  1878,  heirs  of  the  family  sold  the 
house  to  Louis  Schade,  who  published  The 
Washington  Smtim-I  in  the  basement  front- 
ing on  10th  Street  for  many  years.  The 
Government  purchased  the  house  from  the 
family  in  1896  for  $30,000.  Though  substan- 
tially unchanged  since  1865,  the  house  has 
been     renovated     by     the     National     Park 


In  the  front  parlor  are  a  horsehair  sofa 
and  a  high-back  rocking  chair  from  the 
Lincoln  home  in  Springleld,  and  corner 
whatnots   and   center   table   similar   in    ap- 


The 


Sl'vineiudd.    The  center  table  l 
one  used  by  Cpl.  James  Tanner  while  tak- 
ing notes  from  witnesses  of  the  tragedy. 

The  small  bedroom  where  President  Lin- 
coln was  taken  is  furnished  much  as  it  was 
on  the  night  he  died.  A  copy  of  the  "Village 
Blacksmith"  replaces  the  one  on  the  wall, 


B'.'hlie    .J"'.- 


The     v.    , 


similar  to  the  original  pattern, 

and    chairs    closely    resemble    those    in    the 

room  at  the  time  of  Lincoln's  death. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Ford's  Theatre  and  House  Where  Lincoln 

Died  are  administered  by  the  National  Park 


The 


Interi 


WI.Kh 


and  recreational  places  of  the  United  States 

A  superintendent,  whose  address  is  Cen- 
tral National  Capital  Parks,  900  Ohio 
Drive  SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20240,  is  in 
charge  of  both  units. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTE- 
RIOR—the  Nation's  principal  natural  re- 
sume.- agency — has  a  special  (""" 
assure  that  our  expendable 
conserved,  that  our  renewable 


U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior 
National  Park  Service 
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FORD'S  THEATRE 
CHE  HOUSE 
LINCOLN ! 
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Lincoln  spent  6  important  years  in 
New  Salem.  Defeated  for  office,  he 
turned  to  storekeeping,  then  was 


i   ,.!m.K.d 
■  \va- elected 
i  W'hii;-,  when- 


slavery  as  "founded 


%9-i<5^ 


From  his  doorstep  in  Spring-field  Lincoln  r 

campaign,  receiving  delegati"iis  and  political  leaders  whil 

avoiding  spe.ehes  and  stumping.    Ii 

Nation  voted.    Lincoln  won  a  large  .-ie.  t-nal  majority  1 1 

votes  to  123  for  hi-  three  <»p|ninent  - ) ,  hut  he  polled  less 


ffijL&     "The  fie 


trials  through  which  we  pass  will  light  as  down,  to  honor  or  dishonor,  to  the  last  generation" 


i-st  at  Fort  Sunit.i,  turning-  kick 
s  relief  expedition.    Both  sides  called 
or  troops,  more  Southern  States 
Nr.ed.-d,  and     the  Nation  plunged 
headlong   into  civil  war. 

The  fighting  went 
badly  at  first  for  the  North. 
Plagued  by  poor  generalship. 

East  was  roundly 
in  1861  and  through  most  of  1862. 
.  McClellan's  repulse  of  Robert  E. 
itietam  Creek  was  the  solitary 


Ifffi  WTO;  WMTOS 


.-itadel  df  Vickstmrg,  splitting 
the  Confederacy.    When  he 
hi  oke  the  siege  of  Chatta- 

ful  Lincoln  brought  him  east  to 

i-'tnsiriaiid  ail  the  Union  armies.. 


The  summer  of  1864  was  one  of  Lincoln's 
most  difficult.   Peace  negotiations  were 
begun,  but  fell  through.    There  was  discord 
in  the  Cabinet,  and  in  August  Lincoln  broke 
with  the  Radicals  in  Congress.   He  soon 
came  to  believe  that  he  had  no  chance  of 

Yet  the  tide  was  slowly  turning.   Two  days 
after  the  Democrats  nominated  McClellan 
for  the  Presidency,  Atlanta  fell  to  W.  T. 
Sherman  and  Northern  morale  soared.   Lin- 
on  easily, 


The  war  was  fast  drawing  to  a  close  as 
Lincoln  began  his  second  term.  Lee  was 

hottled  up  at  Petersburg;  Sherman's  swath 
mi"  di-siruction  had  bar" 


-ii... I  t hi-'  Kinan.  ip.-ili'in  I'i-ih  lamatiMii.  <|. 
daring  free  all  slaves  in  rebel  fenitory 
but  words  could 

Now  Lee  was  man  hint  inolhw-ani  again. 
In  July  the  armies  clashed  at  Gettysburg, 
and  Lee  retreated  with  bloody 
the  North  rejoiced,  more  good  news 
West.   Stubby,  quiet-spoke 
Ulysses  S.  Grant  captui 


